The Architect who turned a railroad bridge to the first skyscraper in New York.
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Central Station (Chicago terminal), opened 1893. Photo by Jack Boucher.

Bradford Lee Gilbert (24 March 1853–1 September 1911) was a nationally-active architect based in New York City.

Gilbert is best known for designing the first steel-framed curtain wall building in New York, the Tower Building, which opened at 50 Broadway in 1889.[1]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradford_Gilbert" \l "cite_note-ellis-2" [2] The Tower Building is considered New York City's first skyscraper. There is some dispute as to whether the Tower Building had eleven or thirteen floors, depending on which floors were counted and which side of the building was considered.[3]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradford_Gilbert" \l "cite_note-4" [4] It had to have the steel-frame construction because on its narrow lot, masonry-supporting walls would have allowed almost no free space on the first floor. Gilbert's design used the same frame as a railroad bridge, but rotated vertically.[5] The Tower Building was initially greeted with great skepticism, with members of the public predicting it would blow over. This prompted Gilbert to scale the building in the middle of an 1889 hurricane to demonstrate with a plumb line that the building was not vibrating.[2]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bradford_Gilbert" \l "cite_note-tour-3" [3] The building was razed in 1914.

Born in Watertown, New York, Gilbert had been appointed architect of the New York, Lake Erie & Western Railroad by the age of 23. Among his extensive work for multiple railroads across the country,[6] Gilbert also designed a previous version of New York City's Grand Central Terminal in 1898.[5] Most of his New York buildings have been demolished, but his landmark eleven story Flatiron Building (1898) still stands in Atlanta, Georgia, and predates the similar and more famous New York City Flatiron Building by five years.[7]
Gilbert was also the supervising architect for the Atlanta Cotton States and International Exposition (1895) and the South Carolina Inter-State and West Indian Exposition (1901).[8]
Gilbert died at his home in Brooklyn in 1911.[9]
