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Subject-verb concord
The most limportant type of concord in English is concord of number be-
tween subject and verb. Thus (3) and (4) are ungrammatical ;

(1) The window is open (3) *The window are open
(sing + sing) (sing+ plur)

(2) The windows are open (4) *The windows is open
(plur + plur) (plur +sing)

The principle of * proximity’ denotes agreement of the verb with what-
ever noun or pronoun closely precedes it, sometimes in preference to
agreement with the headword of the subject:

No one except his own supporters agree with him
One in ten take drugs

7.20

Collective nouns

In BrE, collective nouns, notionally plural but grammatically singular,
obey notional concord in examples such as the following where AmE
usually has the singular:

The public are tired of demonstrations [1]
The audience were enjoying every minute of it 2]

Although singular and plural verbs are more or less interchangeable in
these contexts, the choice is based, if on anything, on whether the group
is being considered as a single undivided body, or as a collection of indi-
viduals (¢f 4.62). Thus plural is more likely than singular in [2], because
consideration is being given to the individual reactions of members of the
audience. Contrastingly, singular has to be used in sentences like The
audience was enormous.

Tom and Mary are now ready («» Tom is now ready and Mary is
now ready)

What I say and what I think are my own affair (&> What I say
is . . . and what I think is .. .)



The -5 is often wrongly forgotten in the 3rd person singular of the
PTesent [ense, i.c. the stems + 5. E.g. * The student attend the
language course and he study bard, It should be atrends and
stndies,

Frequently bas and bave are used wrongly, e.g. * The course bave
taught me a lot. Here it should be Fas.

Mistakes are also made with i and are, and was and were, e.g.
*Jase and Eduardo is from Mexico; *Some students was late this
rmiorming, It should be are and were.

Another common mistake is with do and does, especially in
negative sentences, e.g. *He don't stiudy Chemistry, be study
Plysics, It should be doesn’t (or does not) study and studies,

You must be careful to look at the subject of the verb, decide if it
is singular or plural and then choose the appropriate verh form:
Stem + s, bas, is, was or does, if singular {all end in -s).
stemn, bave, are, were or do, if plural.

Other points 1o note

Look at this sentence: The aumber of students om the course is Less thas
Lagt year.

Here the subject is the momber of students om the course but the
main word is mumber. Therefore the verb must be singular i,
Often a mistake is made by putting a plural verb {are in this case)
because of the influence of a plural noun students.

some nouns which are grammatically singuler may be followed by
a plral verb form. These are often called collective nowns, E.g.
The government have taken an important decision. The England
football team were beaten by ltaly. The class bave a test on
Friday.

With collective nouns in their singular form it is usually possible
to use either a singular verb or a plural verb. Therefore, The
govermnrent has taken . . . 3 The England football seam roas
beaten . . . ; The class bas a test . . . are equally correct.

Learn by heart these examples:

Alrmost always singular
{i.e. verb in singular form): news, information, miusic,
mathematics, phonetics, the United States, advice, evidence,
accommodarion, equipment.
€.2. The news was very pood.

Usually singular
aid, research.
¢.§. His research i progressing very well.



LY
Always plural
{L.e. verb in phural form): people, police, cartle.
d eg. The police are doing their best to conteol the traffic,
angwdar and plural
(i.e. these words do not change; but the verb may be siagular or
plaral according to the meaning): means, series, specics, sheep,
airerafr,
e.g The series of experiments that he conducted was very
successiul.
Several species of butterfiy are in danger of dying out.

Subject-verb concord
Fxercise 105
('hoose an acceptable verb, giving two answers if necessary:

| Everyone of us has { 1is own burden to shoulder.

have
2 1t is on each individual effort that the safety and happiness of the whole
depends
depend

3 What are often regarded as poisonous fungi { i } sometimes safely
edible. b

4 What are these things doing here {:fm} what I'd like to know.
5 War and peace { :m} a constant theme in history.

6 War and peace {!sre } alternatives between which man must constantly
choose.

7 ‘War and Peace’ {;Sm } a fascinating novel.

& The people outside { j:m } getting very impatient.

9 The public { le_e} demanding an official enquiry.

10 The Seven Sisters { me } 4 line of chalk cliffs on the coast of Sussex.

11 The seven wonders of the world { :rzfe } well-known in ancient times.



. . ) is
|2 T he Three Bears % i Jl a well-known nursery story.

13 The Philippines { ;Src } a large group of islands.

deserve

e the fair.

14 MNone but the brave {
Nﬂithﬂr John nor Mary 1 rephied to my letter
15 have P Y '
! has
wrote both to John and to Mary. N i
16 1 nd to Mary. Neither { hu\re} replied.

; 3 is
31CS, £ 1l h try,
17 phy as well as chemstry {a

re} taught at this school.

18 The employment of girls under sixteen { :‘m } forbidden.
kn
19 gverybody { knE:q } what they have to do.

20 HOW is it that your answer and your neighbour’s { -I1$re } identical ?
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