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WHAT IS A TETRAEVANGELION?   

A Tetraevangelion (τετραευάγγελον) is a Gospel book containing the complete text of the four canonical 

Gospels — Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John — arranged in their continuous biblical order. It should be 

distinguished from the Evangelion / Gospel Lectionary, in which Gospel passages are divided and 

arranged according to their liturgical use throughout the ecclesiastical year.  

OUR PASSAGE 

Gospel of John 21:16–25 

The selected passage comes from the final chapter of the Gospel according to John. It begins with the 

dialogue between the risen Christ and Simon Peter, in which Peter is entrusted with the care of Christ’s 

flock, and continues through the concluding verses of the Gospel, ending with John 21:25, the final verse of 

the Fourth Gospel. 
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TRANSCRIPTION CONVENTIONS 

Symbol Meaning 

(abcd) expansion of an abbreviation 

[abcd] lost letters (suggested reconstruction) 

[…] lost letters (reading impossible) 

〚abcd〛 
letters deleted by the scribe or by a 

later hand 

<abcd> letters to be supplied for the sense 

{abcd} letters to be omitted for the sense 

ạḅc̣ḍ uncertain letters (uncertain reading) 

\abcd/ letters written above the line 

\abcd\ letters written in the margin 

abcd | 

abcd 
line break 

abcd || 

abcd 
folio or column break 
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