Paragraph development

Source: Morley, J. et al. (2007). University Writing Course. Express Publishing.
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1.1

Source: Imhoof, M. & Hudson, H. (1979). From Paragraph to Essay. London: Longman.

1
Paragraph
development by
listing

both the meaning and the organisation of the ideas discussed.

Sentence Functions in Paragraph Development

The sentences in most well written paragraphs may be analysed
into four general functions. First, there are paragraph introducers,
which are sentences that establish the topic focus of the paragraph
as a whole. Second, there are paragraph developers, which
present examples or details of various kinds that support the
ideas set forth by the paragraph introducers. Third, there are
viewpoint or context modulators, which are sentences that
provide a smooth transition between different sets of ideas.
Fourth, there are paragraph terminators, which logically con-
clide the ideas discussed in the paragraph in a psychologically
satisfying manner. Not all pieces of writing will conform to this
analysis; however, most successful paragraphs usually contain
some combination of these four sentence types.

Read the model paragraph. As you read, pay close attention to

I.1a Each sentence in the paragraph contains a key idea. The key
wlea can be expressed in a short phrase often using key words ap-
pearing in the sentence. The key words that form the key ideas in
cach sentence of the model paragraph are in italics. From each of
the six sentences, write the italicised words on the following lines.
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1.1b- What function do paragraph developers serve? Identify the four
paragraph developers used in the model paragraph.

I.le What function do context modulators serve? Do they appear
in every well written paragraph? Does this paragraph contain a
context modulator?
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1.2 Read the model paragraph. This time, as vou read try to observe
three main parts of paragraph organisation.

Black African Nations

During the decade of the 1960’s, most of the European colonies
of Sub-Saharan Africa achieved independence. In the west,
Nigeria (1960), Sierra Leone (1961), and Gambig (1965)—all
former British colonies—joined the family of free and in-
dependent nations. In the cast, Tanzania (196]), Uganda (1962),
Kenya (1963), and Zambia (1964) also became SOvVereign states
Iree of British rule. As the African empire of Great Britain
was being dismantled, France, the other major European
coloniser, withdrew from vast areas south of the Sahara. Thirteen
former French colonies gained national status in the single
year 1960: Mauritania, Senegal, Mali, Ivory Coast, Upper
Volta, Togo, Dahomey, Niger, Chad, Central African Republic,
Cameroon, Gabon. and Congo. Although a few European
colonialists still occupy African territory, the 1960's witnessed
the birth of more than twenty free, black nations,

1.2a Does this paragraph contain the essential elements of a well
written paragraph- -introducer, developers, terminator? Point out the
sentence or sentences that serve as the introducer, the developers, the
terminator.

1.2b In addition to the three types of sentences mentioned in the
previous question, this paragraph contains a viewpoint or contexi
modulator. That is, a sentence that provides a transition between
different sets of ideas. Identify the sentence that performs this transition
Function.

l.2¢ Review (see sentence 5 of paragraph 1.1 and exercise 1.1d) the
function of a paragraph terminator. Is the final sentence of 1.2 an
adequate terminator?

1.6 Remember that a list paragraph has several parts. First, para-
graph introducers—both a topic introducer and a topic sentence or
Jjust a topic sentence—are used to open a paragraph. Next, supporting
examples are listed with the aid of connectors. Sometimes tratt.nsl:;o:
or modulator sentences are used ‘between different sets o logicai
Finally. a terminator sentence brings the paragraph to a
corchcfguthfl?;cse ideas in mind, write your own list paragraph Gl;:leoiour
ragraph a title. You may choose one of the topics gm\lrellwﬁmﬁi
palmcrnationally known artists (or musicians or actors or
Important national or regional handicrafts

friend) ‘
ities of a good teacher (or }eader or _ 3
S:llillt:‘:ss f‘(:omga particular continent or block in the last Olymp

Games ,
Topic of your choice






