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> 74 billion for the period 

2021-2027

> 600 staff by 2027 

from 2800+ projects 
managed in October 2021 
to > 6700 projects by 2027 

CINEA - the 
Climate, 
Infrastructure and 
Environment 
Executive Agency 
started its 
operations on 1 
April 2021
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About 
Horizon 
Europe
◦ Horizon Europe 
supports research and 
innovation through 
Work Programmes, 
which set out funding 
opportunities for 
research and innovation 
activities. 



Horizon Europe Work Programme

● Horizon Europe is implemented through work programmes which set out funding 
opportunities mainly through calls for proposals.

● A call for proposals will normally contain one or more topics with a common deadline. The 
budget of the call is distributed among topics. Where topics share a budget envelope, 
proposals for these topics will be competing against each other and will result in a single 
ranking list. 

● Applicants apply to a specific call and topic.

● Each topic to which applicants can apply will include:

● The topic scope

● The topic expected outcomes 

● The expected impact of the mission to which the topic belongs

● The type of action 

● The topic budget (or budget shared by group of topics)
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/agr-contr/unit-mga_he_en.pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/agr-contr/unit-mga_he_en.pdf
http://www.openaire.eu/
http://roar.eprints.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
https://journalcheckertool.org/


Main elements of the application form 
The proposals can be of different type:

• Research & Innovation Actions (RIA)
• Innovation Action (IA)
• Coordination and Support Action (CSA)

The application form is made of two parts:
● Part A (web-based forms) is generated by the IT system. It is based on the information entered by the participants 

through the submission system.
o 1 General  information (Title, duration, abstract, …)
o 2 Participants - List of participating organisations: Description of individual researchers involved in the 

consortium; Role of participating organisation in the project; List of recent publications, relevant previous 
projects/activities, infrastructure or technical equipment.

o 3 Budget (Total and per participant)
o 4 Ethics and Security

● Part B is the narrative part that includes three sections that each correspond to an evaluation criterion:
o Excellence, Impact, Quality and efficiency of the implementation
o Page limit is 45 (for RIA and IA / 30 pages for CSA; 
o For topics using lump sum funding the limit for ‘Research and Innovation’ actions and ‘Innovation’ actions 

is 50 pages and the limit for ‘Coordination and support’ action is 33 pages.

● Annex is applicable in some cases:
o Financial support to third parties
o Detailed budget table (Financial Support to Third Parties, FSTP)



Evaluation criteria (RIAs and IAs)

◦ EXCELLENCE

✓ Clarity and pertinence of the project’s objectives, and the 

extent to which the proposed work is ambitious, and goes 

beyond the state-of-the-art.

✓ Soundness of the proposed methodology, including the 

underlying concepts, models, assumptions, inter-

disciplinary approaches, appropriate consideration of the 

gender dimension in research and innovation content, and 

the quality of open science practices including sharing 

and management of research outputs and engagement of 

citizens, civil society and end users where appropriate.

IMPACT

✓ Credibility of the pathways to 
achieve the expected outcomes and 
impacts specified in the work 
programme, and the likely scale and 
significance of the contributions due 
to the project.

✓ Suitability and quality of the 
measures to maximize expected 
outcomes and impacts, as set out in 
the dissemination and exploitation 
plan, including communication 
activities.

QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF 
THE IMPLEMENTATION

✓ Quality and effectiveness of the 
work plan, assessment of risks, 
and appropriateness of the 
effort assigned to work 
packages, and the resources 
overall.

✓ Capacity and role of each 
participant, and extent to which 
the consortium as a whole 
brings together the necessary 
expertise.

Research 
and 

innovation 
action 
(RIA)

Activities to establish new knowledge or to explore the 
feasibility of a new or improved technology, product, process, 
service or solution. 
This may include basic and applied research, technology 
development and integration, testing, demonstration and 
validation of a small-scale prototype in a laboratory or 
simulated environment.

Innovation 
action (IA)

Activities to produce plans and arrangements or designs 
for new, altered or improved products, processes or 
services. These activities may include prototyping, 
testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale product 
validation and market replication. 





About 
Horizon 
Europe
◦ Horizon Europe supports 
research and innovation 
through Work Programmes, 
which set out funding 
opportunities for research 
and innovation activities. 







Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions
the MSCA are the European Union’s flagship funding programme for doctoral education and 
postdoctoral training of researchers.

Doctoral Networks (DN)

The objective of Doctoral Networks is to develop and implement excellent doctoral 
programmes through partnerships of organisations from different sectors and disciplines 
across Europe and beyond.



Postdoctoral Fellowships (PF)

The objective of Postdoctoral Fellowships is to support 
researchers’ careers, foster excellent research training 
and enhance the creative and innovative potential of 
researchers.
The Postdoctoral Fellowships action targets 
researchers already holding a PhD who wish to carry 
out their research activities abroad, acquire new skills 
and develop their careers.

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions



Staff Exchanges (SE)

Staff Exchanges promote innovative international, 
inter-sectoral and interdisciplinary collaboration in 
research and innovation through exchanging staff and 
sharing knowledge and ideas at all stages of the 
innovation chain.

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions



About 
Horizon 
Europe
◦ Horizon Europe supports 
research and innovation through 
Work Programmes, which set out 
funding opportunities for research 
and innovation activities. 











About 
Horizon 
Europe
◦ Horizon Europe supports 
research and innovation 
through Work Programmes, 
which set out funding 
opportunities for research 
and innovation activities. 











The EU4Health programme is an unparalleled EU financial support in the health area. EU4Health is a clear message 
that public health is a priority for the EU and it is one of the main instruments to pave the way to a European Health 
Union.





Forward looking

◦ Horizon Europe 2028 - 2034: twice bigger, 

simpler, faster and more impactful

◦ As part of the next long-term EU budget 

2028-2034, the Commission is proposing to 

double the budget of the research and 

innovation framework programme to €175 

billion. The new Horizon Europe will boost 

Europe’s competitiveness and fund solutions to 

real-world challenges, from AI that supports 

doctors, to satellites that protect farmers, to 

cleaner, smarter ways to move, live, and work.



Programme structure

•Pillar I ‘Excellent Science’ aims to strengthen the EU’s scientific base, attract top talent and promote excellent 
research in Europe. It covers the European Research Council (ERC), Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions and science for EU 
policies through the Joint Research Centre. The ERC will be expanded to increase its ability to support frontier 
research, with a focus on funding excellent researchers and their teams following a ‘Choose Europe’ approach.
•Pillar II ‘Competitiveness and Society’ aims to support collaborative research and innovation in areas of high societal 
impact. It targets EU competitiveness in areas like the clean transition, digital leadership, defence, industry and space, 
in close cooperation with the European Competitiveness Fund. It will also address global societal challenges and 
features EU missions, as well as the New European Bauhaus Facility.
•Pillar III ‘Innovation’ aims to support innovation in Europe, with a focus on promoting the development of new 
products, services and business models. The European Innovation Council (EIC) will be expanded to fund high-risk 
disruptive projects in stages and will introduce a focus for defence and dual-use startups.
•Pillar IV ‘European Research Area’ aims to support the development of a unified European Research Area (ERA), with 
a focus on promoting excellence and impact, including a reformed widening component. As a novelty, it also supports 
the development and operation of research and technology infrastructures.



Useful links

Erasmus+

CORDIS | European Commission

Work as an expert in EU

EU Funding & Tenders Portal

EU Funding & Tenders Portal – How to participate

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-programme-guide
https://cordis.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/how-to-participate/1


The end

Thank you 

for your 

attention
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