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8 The Aeolic dialects

J. MENDEZ DOSUNA

I'he Aeolic group has three members: Lesbian, the dialect spoken on

the island of Lesbos and in anarrow strip along the north-west coast of

Asia Minor (Aeolis, Troad), Thessalian, and Boeotian.

For the ancients “Aeolic” was virtually synonymous with Lesbian,
more specifically with Sappho’s and Alcaeus’ literary Leshian. But this
ideais to be rejected. Lesbian was strongly infused with Ionic elements
(see below). Moreover, the poets borrowed heavily from Homer (see
also 111.9). Boeotian was influenced by the neighboring western
dialects. Thessaly must have been the ancestral land of both Lesbians
and Boeotians, and the Thessalian dialect seems to remain most truly
Aeolic. 4

Compared with the other Greek dialectal groups, Aeolic is remark-
able for its internal diversity. There can be little doubt that the Acolic
dialects developed most of their dialectal features at a relatively late
date, well after the Lesbians and Boeotians had departed for their his-
torical sites in the sub-Mycenaean period or in the carly Dark Ages (see
also11.16,111.1). I lowever, Garcia Ramén (1975) may be overstating his
point that all Acolic features are post-Mycenaean, i.e., that Aeolic split
from the rest of Greek at a post-Mycenaean date. Aeolic dialects share
a number of exclusive innovations that can be confidently traced back
to a Proto-Aeolic contemporary with the Mycenaean tablets.

As already indicated, Lesbian was the only Acolic vernacular to
achieve a real literary status (seealsovir.a, v -A.2). As late as ap 130
Julia Balbilla,a Roman attendant at the court of Emperor Hadrian, com-
posed four epigrams in Lesbian. and had them inscribed on the left foot
and ankle of the Colossus of Memnon in Egypt. Her dialect is demon-
strably artificial, but it attests to the popularity enjoyed by Lesbian melic
poetry throughout antiquity. Interestingly, some of the most distinctive
spellings found in Sappho’s and Alcaeus’ texts as edited by Hellenistic
scholars (Cd for dut, <SA> for < Z>,maybe e’ atitwv/Att. meol avt@v)
made their way into the epigraphical vernacular in the Roman period
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(first-second centuries D). But, if Cassio (1986) is right, the dialect of
this period is not as artificial as is generally supposed.

Boeotian - with an admixture of conventional epic and lyric ele-
ments - was cultivated by Corinna of Tanagra, an author of narrative
poems on mythical subjects (Fepota; see also viI1.A.2). Her chronology
remains a conundrum for Greek scholars. Some late sources place
Corinna in the fifth century Bc. But the orthography of the fragments
preserved in Egyptian papyri is similar to that of the inscriptions of the
latter part of the third century BC.

For Athenians, Boeotians were the epitome of coarseness. Under-
standably, their dialect was a stereotyped object of derision for Attic
comic poets. Evidence is provided by a few fragments by Eubulus and
Strattis, and especially by the speech of the Theban merchant in
Anistophanes’ Acharnians (860-954; see Verbaarschot 1988; Colvin
1995, 1999).

During the archaic period, alphabets of the “red” type (¢ = [ph], w
[k"], X = [ks]) were used in Thessaly and Boeotia. The script used in
Lesbos and the Aecolis was “blue” (@=[p".X= [K"],w = [ps]; see also
11.17).

The (partly exclusive) features common to the three dialects are not
many (Garcia Ramén 1975, 1987; Bliimel 1982, and Brixhe et al. 1985,
284-303 for a comprehensive survey of recent literature on the Aeolic

dialects):

¢ Labio-velars evolved into labials before front vowels: cf. Thess.
anmewdarov, Boeot. motanomodrov/Att. (r[Q(m)qutmIdTm; Boeot.
ethepdyw/Att. Tniepdyov; Thess. népme/Att. névee; Thess., Boeot.
néttapa, Lesh. méovoa (Balbilla, second century AD) or wéoovpa
(Hesychius, fifth century ap); Thess. nérgotoc, Boeot. nérparog/
Att. téraptoc. Some data (loanwords?) with unexpected T are sur-
prising: the connective e is general; the indefinite pronoun is T in
Lesbian, Boeotian, and the Thessalian of Thessaliotis and
Hestiaeotis (Pelasgiotis has xig, which is also irregular: from ou k*is

- ot ug?); Lesbian has drotewoa (Cyme, third century Bc; a loan-
word from Koine); Boeotian has mévte.

* Syllabic sonorants (especially */t/) tend to develop an o-vowel:
Lesb. otpétayos (inscr.), déxoroc (Balbilla), nor0axog (Alcaeus),
apPootv/Att. otoatyyse, dénatog, pohaxoe, apapteiv; Thess.
Booyvs, métgotov, Evotov, dénotov/Att. Boaxic, Tétaptov, fvatov,
déxarov; Boeot. otpotoc, fooxic/Att. orpardg, Boaxvc.
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o Occasionally /if > [e/ after [r/: Lesb. Aapoxpéto, téptog (grammar-
ians, for *roétog)/Att. Anporgitov, toitog; Thess. xpevveépev,
Toétrov, GmehevBepeoOic/Att. nolvewy, Toitov, amehevBeQuobeic
Boeot. Awoxpéveg/Att. Alozoivig.

o Athematic dative plural in -eoou: Lesb. [yon]udreoa, [Bao]ineoot,
noigoor, mavreoot/Att. yofuaot, facihevat, woreo, ndor; Thess.
xaTomévieoot, yoeytdreoot (also yognaouy, Thessaliotis, fifth century
BC)/Att. xaTOWOTOL, KONUAOL Boeot. &vdogoot, maguovieoot/Att.
avdpdot, TaQoTot.

o Perfect participle active in -ov, -ovtog (fem. Thess. -ovoa, Lesb.
-owa, Boeot. -woa): Lesb. yeyovovia, HATETTAROVIOV, E0TAROLOAY/
Att. yeyovota, xafeoTnrotoy, £0TNRVIAY; Thess. gneoraxovia,
Evourodoperovtecot/Att.  EpeoTroOTd, gvoodopnroot);  Boeot.
FeFurovopaioviov, dmethOeiovrec/Att. GAOVOPNLOTOV, AeANAVOOTES.
All other dialects have -tc, -6toc. Both types are secondary. The onig-
inal formative *-wos, *-wohos still survives in Mycenaean (see also
111.2; cf. also the Attic feminine -via (< *-1151'/12).

o A remarkable archaism is the use of the patronymic adjective (well
attested in Mycenaean and in Homer; sce also 111.2): Lesb.
Méhavypoc TOmveos/Att.  Méhayyoog  Tob Midwvog; Thess.
“Apyutmoc  Kakhgovvreiog, Fvmedonhewr  Phodapsio/Att.
"Aoynmog  Kahgdvrog,  "Epmedoxhew duodnpov;  Boeot.
Avuyévee Nuoudjog, Nizav Sootponog/Att. Avuyévig Nuxiov,
Nixwv Swotodtov. In Thessalian and Boeotian the use of the adjec-
tive yielded to the construction with the genitive of the father’s name
in the course of the third century B¢. In Lesbian both constructions
coexist since the earliest inscriptions.

« Possibly (the evidence is relatively late), first plural active -pev: Lesb.
yahdooopev (Alcaeus), rxdaoyopev, nent[6vO]apev (Sappho); Thess.
¢rvoetoovpev (third century BC), Exgivvapey (second century BC)/
Att. fmvonoopev, txopivauev; Boeot. anédopev, [&]neoteidapey
(third century BC).

e fo = pia.

Thessalian and Lesbian share some features to the exclusion of

Boeotian.

e Ceminate sonorants instead of vowel lengthening in the clusters
*_[ -, *-Ns-y ¥-sL-, *-sN-, *¥-ln-, ¥-1j-, *-Nj- : Lesb., Thess. otdiha,
Enowvva, Epuevva/Att. omhn, Expiva, Euewo; Lesb. oghdavva/Att.

oehmivny; Lesb. &wu, dpue, pivvog, Thess. &upi, appé, pewog/Att.
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i, NUAg, WVogs Lesb. ¢Béopw/Att. @beigw; Thess. roevvepey,
Exoivvapev/Att. xolvew, #notvapev; cf. also Lesb. vabog (< *vavfogs

Lac. vaFov = Att. vedv).

e Athematic forms in the present of contract verbs: Lesb. udinu

(Sappho), evepyetévieaot, dporoyipeva/lon. xahéw, £VEQYETEOVOL,
dporoyeopeva;  Thess. (Pelasgiotis, Hestiacotis) — €0EQVETES,
OTOUTAYEVTOG, wowaveivrovv/Ion. £DEQYETEMY,  OTQATAYEOVTOL,
rowwveovtov. Long [e:/ in rowaveiviovy is difficult to explain (see
Morpurgo Davies 1987 for a tentative solution).

o dv-for &v-/Att. dva-: Lesb. dvé0Ene, Thess. dveOeixaev/Att. avednxe,
avibesav. The variant &v- is also attested in both dialects.

o o for amo.

e The modal particle is xe (#ev occurs in literary Lesb., xa in the

Thessalian of Hestiaeotis).

It is quite possible that most of these features were present in Proto-
Aeolic. Boeotian and, in some cases, western Thessalian lost them to

their Doric analogues.

Characteristics common to Lesbian and Boeotian are:

« Non-etymological [-ss-] -00- in the future and aorist of verb stems
ending in a short vowel: Lesb. dpdooavtag, *aheaodtwony (with the
ending -twoav borrowed from the Koine), Boeot. covvxahécoavTe.
Double [-ss-] -00- is expected only in verb stems ending in -s- or in
a dental stop: cf. Lesb. ouvteMbooavTa, yaotocovial, Bocot.
£TEMEGOOVTL.

o edd for peva.
Thessalian and Boeotian agree on the following points:

« Retention of /ti/: Thess. ixan, Boeot. (F)iran/Lesb. gixoot.

« Extension of the athematic infinitive suffix -pev to thematic verbs in
Boeotian and in Thessalian (Pelasgiotis): Thess. (Pelasg.) imagyénev,
noaootpey [Att. VTAQYEW, npdttewv; Boeot. TTAQEYENEY, dnovddepey/
Att. mapéyetv, arovTitew.

e Third plural endings -vOar (Bocot. -von, -view in Larissa), -vo,
~vOw, and -vOu (in Thessalian only in Larissa) with a 0 borrowed from
the middle endings -peba, -obe, -00wv (cf. Garcia Ramoén 1993,
129-30): Thess. Smdoyoviy/Dor. dmdgyovry, Boeot. S1dAEoVOL,
amodedoavly/Dor.  dwdEova, Att.  amodeddmaot;  Thess.

gnayyéhovvoar, pérovvOerv/Att. gnayyethovat, Bovhmvial; Boeot.
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Beihavon, totQotevafn/Att. Bovrwvrae, 2otodrevvrar; Thess.
gyévovho/Att. éyévovio; Boeot. aneyodypavio, émogioavho/Att.
ameyodpavro, Emomoavro; Evhw, dapuiviw/Att. Eotwy, Cnuovvrav.,
Note Bocot. avtifevre, nabwvu (with -viu due to prophylactic dis-
similation triggered by 0 in the verb root?)/Att. dvanbdéao, nidmor.

* yivopau (after the verbs in -vupa) for yiyvopa: Thess. ywoetet,
Ywupgvav/Att. yiyvnta, yiyvouévy; Boeot. yivur, yivovatin/Att.
yiyvetan, yiyveaOa.

X T 5 s : . 5 .
® ¢v + acc.: Thess. ¢v otdhhag, Boeot. év otdhav/Att. gig omijhyy.

Other features of Lesbian are (for details see Hodot 1990):

* Recessive accentuation: cf. wotapog, Paoirevg, hevxoc, Ayirnoc,

Zevg, etc. [Att. ToTapog, Paotheis, hevrog, Ayhéwg, Zeve.

* Secondary [ns] -vo- and word-final [ns] -ve- evolved into -L0-, -1g-:

Taig tegeiug, Toig OTQOTAYOLS, YOApWIoL, deiyOsic (<EI> = [ei])/Au.
TaG leQelag, Tovg 0TRUTNYOVS, Yodpwor, detyOeic (<EI> = [e:]). CF.
also eixoworog (probably from *-xovoroc).

* Secondary long mid-vowels (resulting from contractions) merged

with primary *g, *5. Seiymv, wijvo, ddpw/Att. dvoiyewy, £xelvon,
opov.

¢ Lossof [i] <t>in primary word-final long diphthongs (fifth fourth

centuries BC): 10 Nuaaior, évdeum/Att. 19 Noaaio, évdén). Later on
(third century Bc) [i] <0 is ignored in secondary long diphthongs

as well: 6£hwor, Thxwo (hardly borrowings from the Koine).

* Consonant + ry (sc(‘undar)'_jnd) > Gonsonant + err. Most of the

examples occur in the Lesbian poets: [egodpw (Alc.)/Att. Hou,
negeéyowa/Att. aepiéyovoa. There are also two instances in the
inscriptions: *Ayepavio uivvog (= "Ayouaviov pewog) (Eresus, late
fourth century Bc) and mepg’ aOTOV/ALL. TEOL adTdV (Cyme, first
century Bc).

* The spelling <A~ for word-internal <Z>, regular in the

poets, occurs in a late inscription (Cyme, first century ap):
Teooovupaadeodar/Att. mpooovondlesdu beside doypatiCovrog,
dopotowav/Att. dopdtrovoay. Otherwise the spelling <Z> (once
<ZZ>) 1s all but general in the inscriptions. The only exception is
duxardecOa (rather than duatleoban)/Att. dSuxdleoOu in a third-
century inscription from an unidentified place in the Acolis.

* Asalready indicated, ¢ for dud, usual in the poets, fails to occur in

the inscriptions before the third century AD: Lat tdv maidwv.
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¢ The infinitive of athematic monosyllabic verb stems (also in
compound verbs) ends in -pevae : Eupeva, raQépueva, dopeva,
Ocpevan/ Att. elvar, dotva, Ogivan. The present infinitive of contract
verbs, which otherwise follow the athematic inflection, has a the-
matic ending: wagxdlny, énaiviy, oTEQavov, Eav/Att. Tagaralely,

Enawvelv, oteqavoiv, ¢av. The type was analogically extended to
polysyllabic athematic stems: infinitive present éxtiOnv, Sidwv,
Suviv, xéovav (P)/Att. Extbéva, ddovaL, duvival, xegavvivay
intransitive infinitive aorist modotay, EmpeliOnv/Att. moootijva,
emypueAnOijvan; infinitive perfect e[ 0]vamv/Att. teOviva.

¢ Imperatives in -vrov, 00wy (analogical on third secondary -vro?):
PEQOVTOV, EmutEheatov/Att. gegoviwy, EmperEoOwY.

e Temporal adverbs in -ta: dra, moTaf/Att. Ste, moTe.

Lesbian evolved in close contact with Tonic (see now Moralejo

1996). This can be deduced from a number of common 1soglosses:

* Assibilation of w: oo, TROS,  drTOROGIOL,  Yodpuuo/Att.
OATAROOLOL, YOAPWOL.

* Lack of h-: zateotandvrov/Att, xabeomuotwv.

* The vocalism of lpog/Att. iepdc, Dor. tagog: Lesb. lonag, ioa/Att.
LEQEMC, ieod.

* Nominative plural of the definite article of. ai (but these forms are not

so significant since they occur in the Thessalian of Pelasgiotis as

well): of Baairijeg/Att. of Baoiie
* Datve plural in -own, -auo (roig, taigc with “short” endings are
regular in the article): toig 0o, tolg okitono/Att. toig Beoic, Toic

TOATULS.

Thessalian as a whole is characterized by the following phenomena

(see also Garcia Ramén 1987):

* Retention of [ns]  -vo-: anerevdepeoivoa, iepertevovoa Att,
amehevBeouibieion, Koine ieoatevovow. In word-final [ns] -v¢ the
nasal was lost with no vowel lengthening: amehevBeeolic, tog
tapiag/Att. amelevbeouodeng, Todg Tapiac.

* Long mid-vowels (< Proto-Gk. *¢ and *6 and contractions) were
high; so much so that, after the introduction of the lonic alphabet,
they were usually spelt <EI> and <Oy =: OvEéDeure, pei, yooa, Totv
XQELOHOUVV, TODV Ghhouv/Att. GvéOnre, i, XA, THV XENOlp®Y, TOV

AV,
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@o and ao frequently remain uncontracted: *Opéotao, Mel@orao,
nohtdaovv/Ion. 'Optotew, [Tel@hew, ohtéwv. When contracted
(third century onwards), the outcome is [a:] @: OOV TOMTAV.
Apocope of prepositions is more widespread than in any other
dialect: év (ov), mao, mo, xat, mOT, am, #m, b Ovyodapew,
TOdEEAOTA, TEQ YEVEAS, KO avtog, £1 1ol VT Tdg moMog/[Att.
avayodpar, TocdeEaobat, TEQL YEVEAS, XUTA TAVTOS, £ TOT, VIO
Tig TOREWC.

Alveolars were geminated by a secondary jod: molhoc, EVVLAUTOY,
9oy (also itduv), Exnheroowdt, fEewarnoy/lon. mohog,  Att.
EviauTov, 1dilav, Exrdnoic, EEarootot. The jod could be absorbed into

HOOT, YUPVACGUQYELTAVTL, dapooodv/

an [r/ or an [s[: %00QEOY, GEYV
Att. xvpwov, agyveiov, YUHVAGLUQYTOOVTL, dmuooiavs cf. also
ToandL, deEAC/Att. ToaddL, dEELIS after the clusters *tr, *ks.
Unstressed /if disappeared in Aagwoaior > Aacoaiot and n dQLoTo-
> a(o)oto-: *AGTORQUTELS, (LoTEQRC/ALL. GOLOTEQAS.

Assimilation in some consonant clusters: ot TroMagyot, ATTOV, TOV
#ddopov, ot 06d00L/Att. oL TToMaoyoL, OyTm, TOv Efdopov, Tov
dydoov.

In some places (Pherae, Larissa, Matropolis, etc.), €, €0, €0V
become e, 10, wu (fourth century BC onwards): Khavdoeg, 010g,
Khodapeia, yeviovv/Att. Kiéavdoos, 0e0g, Kheodnueia, yevov; less
frequently €0 > gv (third century BC) in Larissa, Almiros, Phalanna,
etc.: Khevpdyov/Khreo-.

The [i] velement ceased to be pronounced in long diphthongs (fifth
century BC onwards): v tayd wiv arayian (cf. Att. v tayeiq). The

outcomes -£t (< -ot) in Matropolis (third century sc) and -ou in

Cierium (second century BC) arc probably due to the influence of

North-West Greek: Matropolis, #v el hévi/Att. £v 1) AyLéve = Ev T
&yood; Ciertum, Madoxol Asvriov Ieomévvar Povpaior (dative sin-
gular).

For *dj, *gj the outcome [dd/ occurs in a fifth-century inscription
from Thetonium: #EEavanddev/Att. teavayratew. Otherwise we
have <Z> or <ZA>: Z®dmvog, dunaldétov/Att. dualito.

A similar variability is observed for the outcomes of ¥t *kMj and
*gv. moaoogpev, hiwo|olov/Att. mpdrtew, fiwov, but Metdakog/Att.
Oeooaldc, méTrages/Att. TETTAQEC.

Nominative plural of the article oi, ai in Pelasgiotis: xol
GUVSaUYVOPOQEOL (= #ai ol oVVdaPVIY do0t). We lack relevant data for

the other districts.
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e -E- in the futures and aorists of verbs in -Lo (-88m): EoydEato,

PapEQEVag/Att. SQYGOATO, YNGLOGUENS.
o i (related to Att. pév) with the meaning of d¢.

Even though the epigraphical material for some districts is rather
scanty, there is substantial evidence that Thessalian was ;_l;cugruphically

non-uniform:

o In Pelasgiotis (Larissa, Atrax, Crannon, Scotussa) thematic genitives
have the ending -owo (later -01): TOAEROLO, TOL [dd]poro, Pukinzor Tol
paothelog/Att. OAEpOV, TOV Sijpov, Ghismov Tov pachéwng; -ov 18
regular in Thessaliotis (Cierium, Thetonium) and Hestiaeotis
(Matropolis): Thessal. ®uovino, Begaio; Hest. Khdvogov.

e The ending of thematic infinitives is -épev in Pelasgiotis, but
Thessaliotis has the usual type in -gv (-€1v): FEEavanaddEY, ExELv/AtL.
EEavayraCew, Exa.

o ¢ verbs are inflected athematically in Pelasgiotis and Hestiaeotis,
but thematically in Thessaliotis: huhopéovtog, [oTpatay]éowvtog.

e The demonstrative &ve (= o0tog) is found in Pelasgiotis (some forms
show double inflection): tove, Toiveos, tovvveouv (cf. Att. TOde,
tovde, Lesb. tovdewv). An avatar of ovrog 1s found n Hestiaeotis: &g
Titouy, v ToTe/Att. €% TOUTOV, £V TOUTOLG.

e The indefinite pronoun assumes the form g in Pelasgiotis (Larissa)
and Perrhaebia (Phalanna); cf. also duini/Att. don. The type 1g
occurs in Thessaliotis and Hestiaeotis. The expected outcome *ng
(see above) is simply unattested.

e <FI> stands for <Al> in Pelasgiotis (especially in Larissa):
gpaquotel,  PEMherTEL FooeoDElY,  TETELOTEWV, dvyodypewv/Att.
fymuotat, Bodiray, Eosodal, meneloat, avoryoapo (according to
Garcia Ramén 1993, 125-34, -a > fe:[ + -n borrowed from other
infinitive endings; del Barrio (1995) thinks that the whole phenom-
enon depends on analogical leveling).

e The vocalism of Hestiaeotis is bizarre: <EI> for <E> In glvteoot,
rowavelvtouv/Att. ovot, rowovoUvTmv; <A for expected <EI> (-
*2) in pd, padéuva/Att i, undéva; <A> for <Al> in
n0déEaota/Att. tpocdiEacbay; <OY> for <Y (Ju:/) in Zmoveayov
and, possibly, <Y> for <OY> in ToTovY, TOTEIG/ALL. TOUTOV, TOUTOLS;
<E> (and <EI>) for <O> (<0r1=) in word-final syllable after alveo-
lars and /i ([j]): Tév wdvea xQOVeY, totewg, Mévouveg, Khudvodee,
SInaoTEQEIC/ALt.  TOV  TAvVIX YQOVOV, TOUTOLS, Mévavog,

KAtavdp0og, Sinaoteiols.
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* The modal particle is xa in Hestiacotis (xe in Pelasgiotis).

Owing to its geographical position, Bocotian was largely exposed to
the influence of western dialects. This is perceptible in the following
features:

* o (the vocalism ieo- attested in two mnscriptions of the fifth and
fourth centuries B¢ can hardly be attributed to the influence of the
Koine).

* Nominative plural toi, tai (later o, w); Lesb., Thess. (Pelasg.): o,
al.

* mearog/Lesb. modroc, Thess. TOUTOC.

* Temporal adverbs in -xq: mona, tonafAtt. wote, tote. Lesbian has
-1,

* Local adverbs in -gt: et (later adi)/Dor. tovtet = Att. #vraifa,

* Modal particle xa/Att. v and conditional conjunction ai/Att. €. But
unlike in the Doric dialects, the modal particle usually precedes the

indefinite in conditional clauses: of % ns/Dor. of tic »a.

The idiosyncratic evolution of long vowels in Boeotian to a certain
extent anticipates some developments of the Koine (Ruipérez 1956;
Brixhe 1985). Unlike in other Grecek regions (e.g., Attica), where stan-
dard orthography remained conventionally unaltered, Boeotians tried
to adapt spelling to the successive changes in pronunciation. In all
probability, early Boeotian had five long vowels: /i: e: a: o: u:/ and six
diph[hungs: /ei ai oi eu au ou/. S(’('uu(];n"\' long mid-vowels (resulting
from first and second compensatory lengthening and contractions) had
merged with primary *¢ and *g.

Monophthongizations altered this picture. The diphthong /ei/
evolved into a close long fe:/. A special spelling F (so-called “half-H.” 4
simplified variant of <H >) oceurs in a few incriptions from Thespiae
(late fifth century BC): Troyiévee, "Avuyevidag/Aut. Tewoyiévnge,
‘Avtiyeveidng (for details Méndey Dosuna 1991-2). By the fifth century
B this /e:/ had already merged with [i:/ (spelt <I>): 2upaoer - enfaot,
tnel > ¢nt. The historical spelling <EI> is rare from ca. 400 onwards.
(I(m(rurrcmly /ou/became Juz/viaa stage fo:/ early in the fourth century
BC. This allowed the spelling <OY > to be extended to Ju:/ (see below).
The  spellings <AE>, <OE> attested in Tanagra and Plataca
(sixth~fifth centuries BC), indicate that /aj/, /oi/ also tended to monoph-
thongization: Fepyagveroc, tae Adparoi/Att. 1) Anunrog Xoegidog, toe
Kapigov/Att. v KaBipo. However, the contraction of [ae/ into a new
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open [e:/ (written <H> ) was completed only some years after the intro-
duction of the lonic alphabet: w1, piivewen, i, "AGavijoc, T doaypij /Att.
nai, paivita, aiei,"Adnvaioc, Dor. tai dpaypad. Concomitantly, the old
[e:/ was raised to [e:/ (spelt <EI> in the onic alphabet): pewoc, aveio,
Oafiijog, mappeivar, elpev, Beihern /Att.  pnvog, avio, Onfaiog,
nagapeivar; North-West Greek eipev, deibnran/Att. elvar, Povdnrar.
Abbreviated Je:i/ was another input for this new fe:[: cf. subj. #xed/Att.
& vs. ind. &a/Att. Exer.

Back vowels remain stable. Long /2:/ is spelt <Q>: Bowwtaw, Bwkd,
dduaondhwg, mohéuw [Att. Bovy, dwaoxdhovg, morépov. Both Ju/ and
[u:/ retained their back articulation. All through the fourth century BC
the traditional spelling <Y~ progressively loses ground to innovative
<OY> (originally /ou/) as a notation oflong /u:/: %0010, y00uoin/ Att.
©0Q10g, xovoiov. <Y> becomes rare after ca. 300. From ca. 250 onwards
<OY> is used for short fu/ as well (at the same time <Y > begins to rep-
resent the outcome of Joi/): Tovya, Awwvovsodiew, ovid/ Att. Ty,
Awvuaodmgov, viot. There are a few instances with <O (mostly
during the fourth century): Booia /Att. Ovoia. After alveolars [terdnl
$] <108 vho>,the spelling <IOY > occurs after ca. 200 (<I> probably
reflects the palatalization of the consonant): movya, Bovyatépa,
dovvatov, dviovpa, [Tohovpeirm, Zwovveoig [Att. Ty, Ovyatéoa,
duvatov, dvoua, Moivpiiov, Zoveolg,

The monophthongization of Joi/ was completed in the third
century BC. The new spelling <Y (representing /g:/) is usual ca. 250
BC.: Fuxiag, Emiduma, drhvg/Att. oixiag, ¢mirowta, dhhoc. The chronol-
ogy 1s somewhat delayed in the case of the thematic dative singular -ot
(< -wi, see below): -v appears ca. 250 and is not usual until ca. 200 10l
dapv/Att. 1 duw. A new spelling <EI> (representing Je:/) occurs in
late manumissions from Lebadea, Coronea, and Chaeronea (Méndez
Dosuna 1988; pace Vottéro 1995, who clings to the idea of an /iz)):
avtelg, [Flewétav, Te Pethopéver, ™ Al tel  Baouvkel %) Tel
Toegwvio/Att. adroic, obxéty, 1@ Povhopéve, T Au ©® Baouet xai
10 Toogwviy.

The long diphthongs [a:i] -au and [2:1] -t underwent shortening:
[ai] > [ai] > [e:] -cu > - (fourth century Bc), [2:1] > [0i] -on > -0t
(fourth century Bc) > [p:] -v (ca. 250): cf. abran besides adroi, toi
da[por] (Thebes, ca. 350); Awovicw (Orchomenus, late fourth
century), and hypercorrect otauvor yahuim (Corsiae, ca. 380)/Att.
Aviog, xalxol; &v Ti) 0TAAN, &V TOT %OWVOT, TOl Tapin, Tot dapv/Att. év

™) OTAY, &V TO RO, 1O Tapic, T Suo. However, -nu [e:i] > [e:]
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(cf. mig/Att. min; fifth century Bc) > [e:] (fourth century BC):
rataouevaodeie /Att. xataonevaodi). Vottéro (1995) thinks that -ot
is an old locative ending. Instances of -ou are attributed to external
influence.

Other distinctive features of Boeotian (some of them exclusive)

include:

o e, £0, £ > W, 10, w (less frequently in south-western Boeotia:
Thespiae, Thisbe, Plataea): Féna, viavionwg, iwoag, Mvaoryéviog/
Ton. étea, venviorovg, ovong, Mynowyéveog; on the real nature of this
change ([eo] > [¢o] > [jo]), cf. Méndez Dosuna (1993).

e (10,0, &0, aw remain uncontracted: tapiao, ToMTamv, AQLoToAaoS,
Aapogaovtog/Att. Tapiov, TOMTOV, -hemS, ~POVTOG. Contraction 1s
regular only in grammatical words: i.c., the genitive plural feminine
of the article (tav dmeoaueQLiwv, Tav {wodwv/Att. TOV DTEQMUEQLDY,
t@v odo@v) and the conjunction e (< *GogfAtt. Ewg). Otherwise 1t
is extremely rare: "AQuotoAag, Swxheidd (< *¥Zafo-).

o Word-internal f occurs in early inscriptions (seventh-sixth centuries
BC): nahFov, émoifgog, Flof odupoc/Att. »ahdv, Emoinoe, Toodurog.
Word-initial F- survives until ca. 200 BC: Fépyov, Firan, Fuxia, Fidwov/
Att. £oyov, elnoot, oiric, BLOV.

o k- (aspiration) is written until ca. 350 BC.

o ks K #pW; and * >t Eneyagittaro, HETTOS, PUAATIL,
fdhatta, méttages/Att. Emeyngioato, péoog, @uhdrtet, Odhata,
téttapeg; *dj, *gj, *g"j and “irregular” *j- > (8)d: Aevg, eddv,
drovuddepey, toameddag, dmwvi, péddovog, duyov, meptdduya /
Att. Zevg, meCol, anovrilew, toamelng, Lo, ueiiovog, Luyov,
nepiCuya. <Z> may stand for [zd]: ©eoLotog = Oceoodotog [Att.
Oe6d01058.

o #E > £0-, é¢ before a consonant (Eoyovol, #c @comiag [Att. Exyovor, Ex
Oeomniac) and £00-, £og before a vowel: fooginey, tog "Ondevrog [Att.
£Egtvan, €5 Omotvrog.

o Nominatives in -a (- or old vocatives in -@?): OOV,
"Amorlhwvida.

« Exclusive to Boeotian are hypocoristics in -gv (< -1, originally a voc-
ative), gen. -iog (< -eog), often with an expressive geminate: Keqahhe,
Keqdihog, Tyrddher, @dihen (cf. Att. ©@dng, -705).

« Names in -xheic /Att. -xhiis have a genitive in -xA£log (< *-xhé(F)eog):
Mevexhetoc /Att. Mevexhéovg, other dialects have Mevexhéog.
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e The inflection of ovtog has invariable ov-: ottw, ottav, ovta [Att.
TOUTOV, TAVTNHY, TAUTA.

e In the perfect -x- fails to occur outside the indicative singular:
AmodedOUVOL, TETOLOVIEOOL, FeFUXOVORELOVTMV, xu[ruﬁf][%')\Eux'm(tg/

Att. Grodeddnaot, Temomroot, HHOVOUNHOTWYV, xataPefinrviog.

The influence of North-West Greek is most perceptible in south-
western Boeotia: a few athematic datives plural in -vg (North-West
Greek -oig) occur in late inscriptions from Tanagra, Chaeronea,
Corsiae, and Orchomenus: %yvc, gxovrug/Att. aiki, Exovot contrasting
with normal datives in -soot. Futures and aorists of verbs in -ddw/Att.
-to have -&- in Thespiae and Coronea: éxopEapeda, nateonevate[Att.
Enopmodeda, HATECREVACE; elsewhere -tr- (< *-fs-) prevails:

Eneyagivtatof/Att. Exeymgicato.

Selected texts

[1] Lesbian. Decree concerning the return of exiles under King Alexander.
Mytilene. Soon after 324 BC. Buck, no. 26; 1G 12.2,6 and suppl. p. 33 DGE
620; Tod, no. 201. L1 33-9.

ol aypéDevieg dvdoes QEQOVIOV ¢mi t|[ov ddpov, & Ot dapog anojvowe, L ®e
Gynran cuppEeny | BorhevéTa. 5 | od O %e 6 dapog dynrar Tce] dporoympeva i {alels
o ovpgégov|[ta, pagioasdu wai 10lg #a | tehBOVTEGO! fm Zubiva
npotdviog | [ooa xe Toig rotrotot o io0y. i Of xé T Evdev TH Paglopatog,
| [meol tovTw dxnplog #otw £ fi T PorhaL. noQWBEVTOS 8¢ 1@ Wagio] | patog Bro
0 ddpw, obpmavia] Tov dapov &y T sinoiotan T pipvvog Y [reda Tav Hvotay
e0Eaofa] Toig Ofowon & cwmpiat xai edda|[poviar TOV ohitav mdvtwv|
yéveoBar tav ddhvowy toig nareh|[Oovrecot xai TOlg EOoHe| Ev T TOM
¢ovieoor toifg 8¢ Tonac Tl [oig dapooior dmavtag xot] Taig ipeiaug delyny t[oi]g

vavowe xai | {tov ddpov mpog edyav guvéh|omv.
< QOC k!

The commissioners shall submit [the agreements to the Assembly], and, once
it has heard their report, the Assembly shall decide as it judges it more advan-
tageous. If the Assembly endorses the agreements reached by the two parties,
it shall decree for the exiles returning during the prytany of Smithinas what-
ever it may decree for the others. Should any omission be detected in the
decree, the final decision concerning these matters shall rest with the council.
Once the decree is ratified, the whole Assembly shall pray to the gods on the
twentieth day of the month after the sacrifice that the settlement for the citi-
zens returning from exile and those who had remained at home may turn out

for the safety and prosperity of all the citizens. All the public priests and
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priestesses shall throw open the temples and the people shall meet for prayer.
(Trans. ]. Méndez Dosuna)

[2] Thessalian (Pelasgiotis). Decree in response to a letter of King Philip V.
Larissa. Ca. 214 BC. Buck, no. 32:1G 9.2, 517; DGE 590. L. 15-21.

TOWVEOG Y(Q OuVTELEOOEVTOC Rath OUVHEVVAVTOUY TAV|Touy dif Te @rhavipouna
TEMETOTEWY GARA TE TOMAG TOTVY X0EWipovY E00e00ewy 20 £0T07 %Al T TOA i |
Ty 100Qay parkov EEeoyaateioeaDery- Epapuotel i mohreio TQUOOEPEY TEQ
TOUYVEOLY AT Tt & Pafoiheig Eyoape, xai TOIS *UTOmEVIEoOL TGO Gppd
Merbarobv xai vovv dhhovy FAkdvouy 8800wy v ok el xai adroig xai
£0Y6vOIS noh T houtdr Thua draoyiey abtolc mavia Sooaneo Aaoaiors,
@uhag Ehopé®vorg Exdatou molag xe BErheter o pa YAPORA TOVE %DQOY
Eapey xam mavog yodvol xai 10¢ Tapiag £0d6|pey dvyodpety adTod fv orahhag
MBiag dvag.

Once this plan is implemented and all may remain together thanks to the priv-
ileges granted, he [sc. King Philip V] is persuaded that there will be many
other benefits both for himself and for the city [of Larissa], and that the land
will be exploited to better advantage. The citizens have voted to handle these
affairs in accordance with what the king wrote in his letter. Full citizenship
shall be granted to the residents of our city coming from Thessaly and the rest
of Greece, and they shall enjoy all the other rights pertaining to the citizens of
Larissa. Each [of the new citizens] shall be able to choose the tribe to which
he may wish to belong. This decree will be in force for ever more and the treas-
urers shall give it to be inscribed on two stelae of stone. (Trans. J. Méndez
Dosuna)

[3] Thessalian (Thessaliotis). Decree in honor of a Corinthian. Thetontum.
Fifth century BC. IG 9.2, 257: DGE 557; Buck, no. 35.

2 Qetévion Edonav Zotaipow 1or K|oowvior xatmon xai vEvew nad Flovadraig zai
20EpaoW GoVAPay xéTéheay *EVFeQyiTay ¢|moitoay wév Taya név avaylion. aitg
Tatta tagBaivor, Tolv Taydv OV EeoTdxovia E|EEavanddev. i yovoia xai T
19 dovidow wés Behgaio amol|dpeva ¢oooe "Ogéotao degexpdr'ec hviogéovrog
Ddovixod hviog.

The Thetonians have granted immunity and exemption from all taxes to
Sotairos of Corinth, to himself and his descendants, to his slaves, and to his
property, and bestowed on him the title of benefactor both in war and peace.
Should anyone contravene [this decision], the tagos [municipal official] in
chiarge is to enforce it. [Sotairos] succeeded in recovering the ornaments of
gold and silver that disappeared from the sanctuary of Delphian [Apollo],
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when Orestas of Pherecrates, son of Philonikos, was kyloros
[forest ranger]. (Trans. J. Méndez Dosuna)

LL 11-1 Peenodtec: a nominative in place of the expected genitive
Depexpateog.

[4] Thessalian (Hestiaeotis). Treaty of the Basaidai
(Figure 53). Matropolis. Late third century BC. Helly 1970.
Ll 1-10.

Ouwe Togav "Ayabdav. | SuvBeixa Baoaidouy TELS EVTEOOL
TOUV TE|TTaoiv yeviovy wai TG Taydg kovaveivr|ovy téy
TAVTA Y QOVEY 1otk alTEiC Hod Té veP v tan & Titovy YIvouévon
na pa Eatov moldéEaota mOT TRV iooupiav padéuva paldd
Tayay doiv FEov Tdg ouyyeveiae ai na | xé ug &v witeg pa Enfpléva, andhaog
gotov | [a&]v wg ovyyeveilag] xai tdhavrev aoyve'ov] dgrétou []eic
GUYYEVEGAL.

God. Good fortune. Covenant of those among the Basaidai belonging to the
four clans that participate in the laga [the highest magistracy] in perpetuity. It
will apply to themselves and to their future descendants. They shall admit
nobody into equality of privileges. If anyone fails to comply with these provi-
sions, let him be banished from his kin and pay a fine of a silver talent to his
kinfolks. (Trans. J. Méndez Dosuna)

[5] Boeotian. Decrec in honor of an Athenian instructor. Thespiae. Ca. 240
BC. Roesch 1971, 81-8; 1982, 307-54. LI 10-19.

Enedel vopog doti év toi xotvol Bowwrdv vag mong nageyépey | Sidaoxdhme
ottveg OdAEoviL | Tarc Te TATdag 1) Thg Viavionag | ToEEvENEY X1} dovaddipey
5 addEoth cuvtaEic T mEol | Tov mohepov, xi) ZMoTEoTog GUo|TiNwe
EMPEPERET TOV Te TaAidwv | %y 1oV veavioxav, biagytpey Sooltodtor to
Feoyov i tac molog dGwc 2 xa Peikertn, émpehopévor Tdv Te AL Swv wiy Ty
VEQVIORWY %] ddGoxov|T naba O VOROS #ERETY OOV 8 elfpey avtol @
Eviautd téttagag | pvac.

Since there is a law in the Boeotian Federation that the cities should provide
teachers capable of instructing both children and young men in using the
bow and the javelin and in arraying in battle order, and since Sostrotos has
taken charge of both children and young men eagerly, the job shall be
Sostratos’ by the city’s will as long as he wishes, and he shall take charge of
both children and young men and shall instruct them in compliance with the
law. As payment he shall receive four minae annually. (Trans. ]. Méndez
Dosuna)
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Figure 53 Treaty of the
Basaidai. Matropolis,
Thessaly. Third century sc
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[6] Boeotian. Manumission. Chacronea. Ca. 200 BC. Roesch and Fossey
1978, 126-7, no. 4, Fossey 1991, 121-36, addenda, 157-5%5; SEG Xxv1ll, 447. LL
1-17.

Aoc. Totyay ayadav. Mvaotyé|viog aoyovtog, pewvog ‘Eopaio, Mefverhelg
Awwvovoodmon xiy Buotrlig] | Mvaswvog Gvtifevre Ty Fudifav] ® Bpemtav
Mapdévay iapdy ) Ap[Td] | ud T “Eabin, ovvevdoniovtog o 0] |teig 1) 1@ ovid
Mvaowvoe, maopei]ivacay adoavteis Féna déna dofg] | »a & avoeog
rovowOsier & 8¢ Ti] ¥ xa mabdvT Meverhels %1 Blot|tic oo 1@ mappetvn
avteic [ap|Oévay Tov yeyoapupévoy 1006|vov, taopewvdtw Moagdéva T | Emihoma
Fétua oo Terioy t0av Bovyatéoa Mevexhetog, | Tév avBeoty otopéva dud 1[®)

| couvedgiw xatT TOV VOpOV.

God. Good Fortune. In the archonship of Mnasigeneis, in the month of Dios,
Menecleis, son of Dionysodoros, and Biottis, daughter of Mnason, consecrate
Parthena their home-bred slave to Artemis Elithia, with the approval of their
son Mnason, on condition that she will remain in service with them for a term
of ten years till the moment when the consecration goes into cffect. Ifanything
happens to Menecleis and Biottis before Parthena has completed the stipu-
lated period of her stay, she shall spend the remaining years with Telia,
Menecleis’ daughter, and she [sc. Telia] shall carry out the consecration

through the council in compliance with the law. (Trans. ]. Méndez Dosuna)

9  The language of Homer

G. HORROCKS

Introduction

The language of all early Greek poetry displays clear dialectal
affiliations, with each genre exhibiting distinctive “markers” of the
dialect group to which the spoken and official varieties of its region of
origin belonged (see also vir.a.1, v .A.2). At the same time, however,
such literary dialects were systematically “distanced” from ordinary
usage by their deliberately non-local character and the incorporation of
archaizing and other elements of “poetic diction” modeled on the lan-
guage of the earliest Greek literature of all, the monumental Homeric
poems. Itis the purpose of this chapter to examine the origins and char-
acter of this influential “epic” dialect in which they were composed.

In the form in which we have them, the [liad and Odyssey probably
date from the mid-to-late eighth century B¢, but they are clearly the
product of oral composition within the context ofa centuries old tradi-
tion, and were probably even transmitted orally for a period before first
being written down. Subsequently, because of the overwhelming pres-
tige which these poems soon acquired, the language of epic poetry
became a relatively fixed “literary dialect” with enormous influence on
writers down into the Roman imperial period and beyond. However,
the manuscript tradition on which modern editions depend goes back
only to the Alexandrian editors of the second century B, who applied
contemporary spelling conventions rather inconsistently in their efforts
to produce a metrical text on the basis of earlier manuscripts, many of
which used archaic local alphabets that did not mark word division or
double consonants, or distinguish between <e> and <n> (and some-
times <e1>), or <o> and <> (and sometimes <ov>).

In such circumstances, it is clearly futile to try to establish “Homer’s
text.” but we can employ our knowledge of the early history of Greek,
supplemented by standard methods of reconstruction and our knowl-

edge of epic meter (comprising six dactylic/spondaic feet, the fifth



